
WCCMA Hot August Country Vocalist Competition 

Rules and Regulations 
QUALIFICATIONS:  
1. Performers must be at least three (3) years old and members of the WCCMA. Each applicant will receive 

WCCMA Annual Membership with his or her first entry. Performers will receive one ticket to the Awards 
Show with each paid category; additional tickets are available for purchase at $5 each.  

2. Competition is open to amateur and professional performers who are not signed to a major label or make 
their living full time as a performer or songwriter in the music industry.  

3. All performers under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  
SCHEDULING:  
1. Performers may perform one (1) song per performance category for a maximum of four (4) minutes. At 3 

minutes 30 seconds, a 30-second warning will be given, and points will be removed after 4 minutes, 6 
seconds. (See Penalties Section) 

2. Performance time begins with the first word the performer sings/says, including any introductions. 
3. Once a category is entered, no changes can be made to any entries. There will be no exceptions made to 

this rule due to our scheduling. All entries are final once the WCCMA office receives them. There will be 
no refunds.  

4. All judges’ scores are final.  
PENALTIES:  
1. Performers who exceed 4 minutes will be penalized as follows: 6 seconds – 2 points; 7 seconds – 3 points; 

8 seconds – 4 points; etc.  
2. Performers whose music choice is outside the genres of country, bluegrass, or gospel will be penalized 2 

points by each judge. 
CATEGORIES:  
1. For The WCCMA competition, Performers may enter all four genres and up to three categories per genre. 

However, if the performer is the winner in multiple genres, he or she will have to choose the one he or she 
would like to represent in the NACMAI competition.  

2. In the NACMAI competition, Performers can enter under one style of music only.  Example: A Performer 
entering the “Male Vocalist of the Year” must select one style to perform during his performance in 
competition, i.e. “New/Modern Country.”  If the performer also enters the “Male Entertainer of the Year,” he 
must compete in the same style that he competed in as “Male Vocalist,” i.e. “New/Modern Country.”  

3. Performers will not be allowed to compete against themselves. Example: Two performers entering as “Duo 
of the Year” may not team up with other performers and re-enter the same category of different category 
under other assumed names.  

BACKGROUND MUSIC:  
1. Performers may choose background accompaniment on iPhone, iPad, or CD or may accompany 

themselves on guitar or keyboard. Selection numbers of performance songs on CDs and their proper 
order of play must be neatly written or typed on the CD jewel case or placed inside. WCCMA, its 
board members and volunteers, will not be held liable for damage to iPhones, iPads, CDs, or 
instruments.  

2. Performers may have an accompanist, but the accompanist may not provide background vocals for solo 
performers. 

3. All performers who enter as an individual performer will be judged on ONLY THEIR INDIVIDUAL 
performance.  

4. There cannot be individual backup vocals on stage for duos or groups as this would affect the harmony 
required in both of these performance styles.  

ACCEPTABLE MUSIC STYLES:  
1. Performers must perform country, gospel, or bluegrass music.  
2. The songs may be original material (written by artist or other songwriter) or commercially accepted songs 

with current or previous airplay in those markets.  
3. Artists must use careful discretion in determining what style their music falls under or risk penalty.  
4. Artists who choose songs outside the market or outside of any of those styles will be penalized.  
5. Artists must use careful discretion to ensure their song choices are appropriate for their age bracket or risk 

penalty. 
  



WCCMA JUDGE QUALIFICATIONS:  
1. Judges must not be a board member or officer of the WCCMA organization.  
2. Judges are selected from a vast pool of qualified resources.  
3. Judges who know contestants will be substituted during performance or songwriting judging.  
4. Alternate judges may be selected to relieve other judges during competition.  
5. Selected judges will meet with WCCMA personnel prior to judging for guidelines and to ask questions.  
PERFORMANCE ATTIRE: 
1. Clothing that in any manner displays profanity, alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs, including those with 

inappropriate double entendre, will not be permitted.  
2. No midriff shall be exposed when contestants are standing with their arms hanging at their sides.  
3. Undergarments are not to be visible at any time.  
4. Skirts and shorts must reach the middle of the thigh OR fingertips must touch the hem of the skirt or short 

when student is standing.  
5. Shorts, skirts, and pants must cover the entire hipbone. 
PERFORMANCE CRITERIA:  Performers will be judged on 1) Quality of Performance (vocal tone, pitch, and 
quality, artistry, phrasing); 2) Star Quality (song choice, attire, charisma, star potential); 3) Cohesiveness 
(tempo and timing, music and movements); 4) Stage Presence (engaging the audience, confidence, delivery).  
JUDGES’ SCORING SYSTEM:  
6 Points = Outstanding / 5 Points = Excellent / 4 Points = Very Good / 3 Points = Good / 2 Points = Average / 
1 Point = Below Average  

AWARDS SHOW POLICY (PLEASE READ CAREFULLY): 
Performers must be present to win/receive awards. The WCCMA IS NOT RESPONSIBLE for lost, stolen, or 
misplaced awards.  
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:  
 I/We understand that the WCCMA Competition is a fair and ethical competition and will not hold the 
WCCMA liable for any of my/our misinterpretations of this contract. I/We also understand that all entry fees 
are non-refundable. I/We agree to abide by all rules and regulations on this contract and will be automatically 
disqualified should the WCCMA determine that I/we have breached the terms and conditions of this contract. 
I/We will not hold the WCCMA, its officers, or its board of directors liable for inquires, theft, or personal losses. 
Furthermore, I/we agree to abide by the WCCMA Rules and Regulations for Competition and understand that 
I/we are accepting the terms of this agreement by affixing my/our signature. I/We, the signer(s) of the contract, 
will act as agent and take full responsibility of my/our conduct or the conduct of the group, band, or duo I/we 
represent. Performers and songwriters under the age of 18 are required to be accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian during the competition, and parent or legal guardian signature is required on this form.  
 I/We authorize the Producers of “Hot August Country” vocalist competition and “The West Coast 
Country Music Association” to make use of my appearance, and I understand that I am to receive no 
compensation for this appearance. The Producers/WCCMA shall have complete ownership of the programs. I 
give the Producers/WCCMA the right to use my name, likeness, and biographical material to publicize the 
programs and the services of the Producers/WCCMA. The Producers/WCCMA may: 1. Photograph me and 
record my voice and likeness for the purpose of the production of “Hot August Country” vocalist competition 
and WCCMA events, whether by film, videotape, or magnetic tape, digitally or otherwise; 2. Make copies of the 
photographs and recordings so made; 3. Use my name and likeness for the purposes of education, promotion, 
advertising of the sale or trading in the photographs, recordings, and any copies so made. I further understand 
the master tapes remain the property of the Producers/ WCCMA and that there will be no restrictions on the 
number of times that my name and likeness may be used.  
 I/We also agree to hold harmless any and all associates of “Hot August Country” vocalist competition 
and the” West Coast Country Music Association” for all instances of liability resulting from willful negligence.  
 
Updated June 3, 2016 
 
Performer Name:  ____________________________________________________ Date ________________  
 
Signature of Performer (Or Parent/Guardian if under 18):  __________________________________________ 
 
Printed Name of Parent/Guardian:  ____________________________________________________________ 


